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Sixth Annual Boulder International Film Festival Reaches 
Largest Audience in Festival History
Festival featured special events with Blythe Danner and Alec Baldwin, 13 sold out films and 
the inaugural Digital Media Convergence Symposium
BOULDER, Colo. (Feb. 15, 2010) – From Feb. 11-14, Boulder, Colo. was swarmed by film enthusiasts and filmmakers for the sixth annual Boulder International Film Festival (BIFF), named one of the “25 Coolest Film Festivals” this summer by MovieMaker Magazine. The four-day Festival featured 47 films and 31 filmmakers, as well as a variety of special events, including the inaugural Digital Media Convergence Symposium, which focused on Colorado’s expanding technology and entertainment industry, filmmaker panels and parties. BIFF saw a 14 percent increase from last year’s ticket sales, with a total audience of 16,450 people. Award-winning films, celebrity guests and increased attendance have helped to continue establishing BIFF as one of the premier international film festivals.
Thirteen events sold out during this year’s Festival, including the Closing Night Tribute to Alec Baldwin, and the screenings of “I Am Love,” “His and Hers,” “Seraphine,” “The Wildest Dream,” “Salt,” “A Time Comes,” “Dive!,” “Crossing Midnight/Wings of Silver,” “Ajami,” “The Misfortunates,” “The Secret of Kells,” “Climate Refugees,” and both Shorts programs. Notably, BIFF also featured screenings of five Academy Award nominated films, the most in the history of the Festival.
"We have always strived to provide audiences with memorable experiences and powerful independent films, and this year’s Festival was no exception,” said Robin Beeck, BIFF’s executive director. “The 2010 Festival was a stunning success made possible by BIFF’s unique combination of accomplished filmmakers, cinema lovers, sponsors and volunteers, and we thank them all for their important contributions.”

Festival Highlights Included: 
· Audience members packed the Boulder Theater Sunday, Feb. 14 for BIFF’s sold out Closing Night Tribute to Alec Baldwin. The evening featured Alec receiving an Award of Excellence in Acting; a film retrospective of his work; and a lively question and answer session with Baldwin, Ron Bostwick, BIFF’s executive producer of special events, and members of the audience. 
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· BIFF’s Opening Night Red Carpet Gala featured a screening of “The Lightkeepers,” which follows the relationship between two women-hating lightkeepers and their new female neighbors. Award-winning actress Blythe Danner, writer and director Daniel Adams and producer Straw Weisman participated in a question and answer session following the film hosted by Bostwick. 
· Colorado Governor Bill Ritter showed his support for BIFF’s new Call 2 Action initiative, a program that gives audience members an opportunity to take action, by introducing “Climate Refugees” to a sold out crowd.

· The inaugural Digital Media Convergence Symposium (DiMe) showcased local leaders of the new media community and Disney producer Don Hahn of “Beauty and the Beast” and “The Lion King” in a spirited panel discussion. 
Annually, BIFF awards top filmmakers featured in the Festival with a variety of awards. The 2010 Boulder International Film Festival award winners include:
· Grand Prize:  “Ajami,” Scandar Copti and Yaron Shani

· Best Call 2 Action Film:  “Dive!,” Jeremy Seifert
· Best Colorado Film:  “Diplomacy,” Jonathan Goldman

· Most Creative Documentary: “Waking Sleeping Beauty,” Don Hahn

· Best Animated Film:  “The Secret of Kells,” Tomm Moore

· Best Short Film:  “The Morse Collectors,” David Cooke

· Best Short Documentary:  “No Strings,” Daniel Junge

· Best Adventure Film:  “The Wildest Dream,” Anthony Geffen

· Best Feature Documentary:  “The Most Dangerous Man in America: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers,” Rick Goldsmith

· Best Feature Film:  “I am Love,” Luca Guadagnimo

About BIFF 

BIFF is presented by the Colorado Film Society, a nonprofit organization founded by local filmmakers Kathy and Robin Beeck.  BIFF is dedicated to providing the large, urban, film-hip audiences of the Boulder/Denver metro area with an early look at the best new films in international cinema, along with conversations with directors, producers and actors, world-class food, parties, and an opportunity to rub elbows with filmmakers in a winter wonderland. BIFF has hosted more than 150 filmmakers from around the world since the Boulder-based Beeck sisters lead the inaugural event in 2005. Visit www.biff1.com for more information

Sponsors of this year’s Festival include:  KBCO, Linhart PR, St Julien Hotel and Spa, Daily Camera, Comcast Spotlight, Premier Members Federal Credit Union, Disney Online Kerpoof Studios, Flowcreative, People Productions, Backpacker magazine, Flatirons Subaru, 5280 Magazine, Hotel Boulderado, Boulder Magazine, Brock Publishing, Downtown Boulder, Inc., Bácaro Venetian Taverna, Around the Bend Media, Ball Aerospace, The Millstone Evans Group, First Western Trust Bank, among others.
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